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LINE COMMISSION: IDAHO SHOULD EXERCISE LEADERSHIP IN 

PROTECTING THE INL AS A SIGNIFICANT STATE ASSET 
 

 (BOISE) – Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter today applauded the effort of his Leadership in Nuclear Energy 

(LINE) Commission in conducting an extensive review of the Idaho National Laboratory and nuclear-related 

activities in Idaho.  

 

 After nine public meetings, dozens of presentations and several hundred comments from the public, the 

LINE Commission’s final report was unveiled today at a special joint meeting of the Senate Resources and 

Environment and House Environment, Energy and Technology committees as part of the Idaho Council on 

Industry and the Environment’s “Gold Room Workshop” series. 

  

 “I concur wholeheartedly with the Commission’s assessment that the Idaho National Laboratory is a 

significant state asset,” Governor Otter said.  “The State of Idaho should take immediate and long-term steps to 

enhance the future of the nation’s lead nuclear research and development laboratory that is responsible for over 

24,000 jobs and has an annual economic impact on Idaho of more than $3.5 billion.” 

 

 One of the immediate action items recommended by the Commission is creation of a Nuclear Advisory 

Council that would ensure Idaho’s interests are protected and that the nation continues to benefit from Idaho’s 

60-plus years of experience in nuclear energy, research, development, demonstration and deployment. 

 

 “Practically every segment of Idaho’s economy has a council or commission dedicated to enhancing 

opportunities within that sector,” said LINE Commission Chairman Jeff Sayer, director of the Idaho Department 

of Commerce.  

 

 “The Department of Environmental Quality and the INL Oversight Office deserve great accolades for 

successfully guiding the cleanup efforts at INL,” Sayer said. “With that success, we see equal value in 

establishing a council to advise the state on nuclear research and industry opportunities and help the public 

understand these complex and critical issues based on balanced and accurate information.” 

 

 The LINE Commission had significant discussions about Idaho’s landmark 1995 settlement agreement 

with the federal government on removing radioactive waste from the state. And while no immediate changes 

were recommended to the agreement, the Commission identified a number of provisions that warrant further 

consideration.  The Commission identified potential areas of opportunity that could fundamentally advance the 

mission of the lab, but only if the state engages in discussions or considers possible changes to benefit Idaho. 



 Throughout its nearly yearlong public process, the LINE Commission heard several recurring themes 

that resulted in four significant findings in the report: 

 

1. Safety and environmental protection are non-negotiable 

2. Nuclear storage and disposal technologies have markedly improved 

3. The decision on Yucca Mountain demands Idaho’s attention 

4. A significant industrial opportunity exists in nuclear energy 

 

 Based on those findings, the Commission made six broad recommendations for the state to consider as it 

works to promote and enhance the INL’s mission: 

 Continue to work cooperatively with the U.S. Department of Energy and other impacted states to 

address remaining environmental risks and continue cleanup at the INL site. 

 Exercise leadership as the U.S. government formulates federal energy and nuclear waste management 

policies. 

 Capitalize on Idaho’s nuclear technology competencies by supporting the growth of existing nuclear 

businesses, the corresponding infrastructure, and the attraction of new nuclear businesses.  

 Invest in infrastructure to enable the INL and Idaho universities to successfully compete for U.S. and 

global research opportunities. 

 Develop and promote the Center for Advanced Energy Studies as a regional, national and global 

resource for nuclear energy research. 

 Strengthen and expand nuclear education and workforce training offerings. 

 

 Within those recommendations, 13 immediate actions were recommended in the Commission’s final 

report. An executive summary is posted online at http://gov.idaho.gov/pdf/LineSummary.pdf.   
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